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1 . DECEMBER 17 REFERENDUM (LIMITED OFFICIAL USE) 

ALTHOUGH BALLOTS CAST ON DECEMBER 17 ARE STILL BEING 
COUNTED, EARLY TALLIES NOT SURPRISINGLY INDICATE THAT 
PRESIDENT MARCOS IS WELL ON THE WAY TO HIS FIFTH OVER- 
WHELMING REFERENDUM VICTORY SINCE THE DECLARATION OF MAR- 
TIAL LAW. ALTHOUGH MARCOS' OPPONENTS, LED BY FORMER 
PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL AND SEVERAL FORMER SENATORS AND 
SUPREME COURT JUSTICS, HAD URGED THE 21.5 MILLION REGIS- 
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TERED VOTERS TO BOYCOTT THE REFERENDUM, THE TURNOUT WAS 
REPORTEDLY FAIRLY HEAVY. PRELIMINARY COUNTS INDICATE 
A 90 PERCENT AFFIRMATIVE VOTE, WHICH WOULD BE GENERALLY 
IN LINE WITH THE OUTCOME OF PREVIOUS MARCOS-SPONSORED 
REFERENDA. FINAL RESULTS ARE EXPECTED LATER THIS WEEK. 

2. RETRIAL ORDERED FOR CONVINCTED FILIPINA NURSES 
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(UNCLASSIFIED) 

ACCORDING TO THE MAJOR WIRE SERVICES, TWO FIT JPTNA 
NURSES CONVICTED IN DETROIT EARLIER THIS YEAR OF POISON- 
ING FIVE VETERANS' ADMINISTRATION HOSPITAL PATIENTS IN 
1975 WILL BE GRANTED A RETRIAL. A FEDERAL JUDGE ORDERED 
THE NEW TRIAL CITING "NUMEROUS IMPROPRIETIES" BY THE 
PROSECUTION DURING THE ORIGINAL TRIAL. THE NURSES' 

CASE HAS BEEN THE FOCUS OF WIDESPREAD PUBLIC ATTENTION 
IN THE PHILIPPINES, WHERE THE PRESS AND NURSES' ASSOCIA- 
TIONS CHALLENGED THE TREATMENT OBTAINED BY FILIPINOS IN 
AN AMERICAN COURT AND CONTRASTED THE CASE WITH THE LACK 
OF JURISDICTION OF PHILIPPINE COURTS OVER AMERICAN 
SERVICEMEN IN THAT COUNTRY. NO DATE FOR THE NEW TRIAL 
HAS BEEN SET, BUT IT IS GENERALLY EXPECTED SOMETIME 
EARLY NEXT YEAR. 

3. PLEASE NOTE FOR EA ONLY CAPTION. 

VANCE 
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